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DISABILITY JUSTICE CENTRES 

Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.10 pm]: I advise the house that the state 
government, after careful consideration, has made a decision regarding the location of two disability justice 
centres to be built in Western Australia. Suitable sites have been identified in Altone Road, Kiara, and Lord 
Street, Lockridge. The disability justice centres will accommodate people with intellectual or cognitive disability 
who have been charged with an offence but are deemed unfit to plead as a result of their disability. Currently, 
these vulnerable individuals can be sent to prison, and there have been instances of people being incarcerated for 
longer than if they had been convicted of the offence they allegedly committed. 

People with intellectual or cognitive disability are among the most vulnerable within our community. While 
there has always been provision under the Disability Services Act for declared places, previous governments 
have been unwilling to tackle this complex and sensitive issue until now. These centres will place Western 
Australia at the forefront of treatment of people with intellectual or cognitive disability who have come into 
contact with the justice system. 

Security will be a priority in managing the facilities. The disability justice centres will be purpose-built, with 
state-of-the-art security features, and will house up to 10 people each. A combination of specialised architectural 
design, and in-built physical and technology-based security, plus ongoing supervision, will provide the basis for 
a robust security regime. The Disability Services Commission will have trained staff on site around the clock to 
assist and support the residents in managing their daily lives. The Mentally Impaired Accused Review Board will 
assess who will be suitable for placement at the centres and how long they will stay there. Of course the MIAR 
Board can still send people to jail or release them back into their communities.  

The disability justice centres will provide a much-needed third option. The centres will look much like other 
houses from the outside and will be constructed using similar approaches to nearby properties. The buildings will 
be screened using landscaping and the site design will include onsite parking. 

Legislation will be introduced into Parliament in the near future that will allow the Disability Services 
Commission to operate the centres. The commission is well placed for this role, with decades of experience 
supporting people with intellectual and cognitive disability. I trust that when the time comes, all members of the 
house will support this legislation to bring about this important change. 

Having two centres will allow for better management of people of different ages, gender and culture, each with 
differing support needs. Local residents in Kiara and Lockridge and local members have been advised of the 
locations. A community information session will be held on Saturday afternoon, and senior Disability Services 
Commission staff will be available to clarify information and answer immediate questions from the local 
community this evening. 

In closing, I would like to say that these disability justice centres will be secure custodial environments designed 
specifically for people who do not belong in prison. They align with the state government’s Count Me In vision; 
namely, that people live in welcoming communities that facilitate citizenship, friendship, mutual support and a 
fair go for everyone. The government must act in the interest of all citizens but has a particular responsibility to 
those who are vulnerable. 
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